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In late 2001, | asked Sunny Murray would he like to play some gigs with me in
Ireland, he said it was his dream to come here and play, he has a deep and longing
affinity with Ireland and UK, he has received much succour from British musicians
over the years and they have profited from it enormously.

He was enthused to come here and even when things looked precarious he was the
source that galvanized the whole venture, on the road his energy, wit and countless
engaging stories sustained and inspired us, he has the ability to make you laugh
and cry in an instant, the art of the mastery of storytelling.

Sunny is a revolutionary innovator in the history of jazz drumming, he changed the
whole perception of the role of the drummer in jazz, more than just a time keeper,
sometimes suspending time, sometimes being a colourist, sometimes going against
it, but he still stays close to the jazz heritage.

When Sunny first came to Europe with Cecil Taylor and Jimmy Lyons, not only did
he have an impact on the listening public, he also radically changed the direction
many of the leading drummer’s in Europe were proceeding in at the time. | have
played with both Jon Christensen and Han Bennink, they told me it was after seeing
Sunny that they decided to embark on the stylistic paths that have made them the
recognized masters they are today. Later this was even further consolidated by his
performances and recordings with Albert Ayler.

When we did this recording in Fermoy in 2002 during our Irish tour, | felt the spirit
of Ayler during the recording, we decided to call it Ode to Albert Ayler. Song 4,
Spiritualized features Sunny’s voice against my Baritone 12 string acoustic, it's not
just what he’s saying it's the way he is saying it and the conviction and linguistic
colour, with those minimalistic utterances he is telling his whole life story; discrimi-
nation, poverty, migration, inquisitive, pride, honour, artistic development, GENIUS!

I’'m afraid I'm not a storyteller (Seanchai as we say in gaelige) and no pretensions to
be a writer, I'm just a musician, but | do want to express my story through music.
Making the album took a lot of energy; emotional, physical, intellectual; | appreciate
Jan Strom’s positive support and production advice during its course.

Mark O’Leary
Thanks to Sunny Murray, lan Richards, Brian O’Reilly,
French Cultural Service, Arup and Barry’s Tea.



